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Audio Analogue’s Enigma adds a dash of Latin charm to the one-hox system concept

PRODUCT Audio Analogue Enigma
TYPE Integrated CD player/ recever
PRICE £850

KEY FEATURES Size (WxHxD): 37x10x44.5cm

© Weight: 9.5kg © One-box CD player, amp and
FM/AM tuner with 30 presets © Rated power: 54W per
channel (eight ohms) © ECCBE valve in output stage

CONTACT & 01/53 652 669
& www.audioanalogue.com

udio Analogue traditionally christens its

products with names associated with

great classical music composers. In the
past, we've had Paganini, Puccini and Donizetti
for a CD player, integrated amplifier and power
amp respectively. So, you can imagine our
concern when we first heard about the
Enigma. Not, as you might expect, because the
classy Italian manufacturer has followed Linn
and Arcam down the ‘audiophile’ one-box
system route, but because for some reason it
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has decided to name its debut product in this
arena after one of the worst musical atrocities
of recent times: Enigma, that hybrid mix of
new-age nonsense and soft dance music of the
very worst kind

The Enigma (the hi-fi product, that is) offers
that mini-system holy trinity of CD player,
amplifier and radio tuner. Unlike the similar
Arcam Solo, the tuner here is an FM/AM
model, and not a DAB unit. Anyway, whatever
this system contains or lacks, it performs its
tasks with a subtle, audiophile twist.

Importantly for this kind of product, the
Enigma, in our subjective opinion at least,
beats both its British competitors in terms of
looks and style. It sports a highly attractive
‘shoe-box' case, fronted with some very
high-grade aluminium polished to give a
highly attractive sheen. The build quality 15
also considerably better than that of Arcam's
Solo, with an incredibly solid aluminium front
panel and extremely responsive controls,

including a very nice volume knob and an
array of stainless steel buttons. The volume
knob doesn't turn: it ‘jogs’ one way or the other
to increase or reduce the level. All this is no
mean feat, considering the asking price is
some £150 less than Arcam's offering. Also, it
shouldn’t be forgotten that this piece of kit
isn't bolted together in China, but instead is
designed and constructed in Audio Analogue’s
Italian factory ~ which makes the price even
more impressive.

As is often the case, build quality also has an
effect on sound quality, and Audio Analogue
claims that the fairly deep body - in relation to
the width and height of the unit - allows the
company to place sonically vital components
away from each other, while still allowing the
Enigma the benefit of a slim (ish) profile

There is, however, one point of contention on
the features front: the remote control. Basic at
best, the supplied controller doesn't look as
though at was conceived to partner the rest of






