Audio Analogue Maestro Settanta

PRICE £1750

Audio Analogue Maestro CD 192/24

PRICE £1650

ow time flies. It seems like only
H yesterday that the Italian audio industry

consisted of two ‘genres’: gorgeous
speakers and outré tube amps. But now you have
companies like Opera, Pathos, Sonus Faber,
Unison Research and others with state-of-the-art,
bespoke factories and the sort of credibility
usually reserved for slightly older, post-1970s
brands like Arcam, Musical Fidelity or Exposure.
Among them is Audio Analogue, which has
achieved its respectability in a frighteningly short
time - under a decade if | remember correctly.
The secret? The appliance of science, tempered
by utterly extremist audiophile practice. Sort of
‘Fidelta Musicale’, as it were.

Instead of freaky, seat-of-the-pants designing,
Audio Analogue's Blanda family and designer
Marco Manunta behave as you would expect of
serious manufacturers: totally au courant with the
latest technology, while demonstrating great
maturity through caution. Like Quad, for example,
they don't leap on the latest chip; | recall the two-
to-three-year gestation period of its superb
Cinecitta A/V processor. So you find its CD player
boasting the best chip they could find, a 24/192
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processor, yet the company is still taking its time
with a universal player.

Audio Analogue’s secret weapon, though is an
absolute lunatic Golden Ear named Claudio
Bertini, an audio retailer who has two of the best
lug-holes in the business. |'ve seen/heard him at
work, fiddling around with capacitors and
resistors, ironing out seemingly-minuscule flaws
with brazenly vivid results.

‘Maestro’ is Audio Analogue's bid for a slice of
the ‘entry-level high-end lifestyle’ market. The
units covered here are key parts of the series,
being the range's upscale CD player and
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substantial 444 x 135 x 385mm (whd) and the
two create an impressive stack. Though absolutely
minimalist and almost Copland-like, the Maestros
have a distinct presence, the fascia featuring a
protruding centre section housing the displays
and controls. With the amp weighing in at 18.6kg
(411b) and the CD player at 14kg (31Ib),
perceived value for tyre-kicker types is a given.

MAESTRO SETTANTA INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER

Although rated a seemingly sedate 70W/ch into
8 ohm and 125W/ch into 4 ohm, the solid-state
Maestro Settanta (Italian for ‘70’) is something of

The secret? The appliance of science,
tempered by extremist audiophile
practice. Sort of ‘Fidelta Musicale’

integrated amp; there are or will be various
separate pre/power packages for those wishing to
spend more for a source/amplification combo.

As is expected of Italian manufacturers, the
stuff is both gorgeous to look at and so beautifully
made that you can't resist the seductive, tactile
finish. They're constructed from a mix of
aluminium and steel, and the sense of luxury they
impart is undeniable. Each unit measures a

an animal. It was unbowed by a bout with the
1 ohm Apogee Scintilla, and was unfazed by the
Wilson WATT Puppy 7. | don't know if it's possible
to engineer xenophobia or nationalism into an
amp, but this bambino adored driving the Sonus
Faber Guarneri, a speaker known for its hunger;
that's why | used it for most of the listening.
Unlike Audio Analogue's £475 Primo (a
bargain, | must stress!) which is built to a price,
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